There are two reactions when one introduces the topic of cell line validation, one from industrial and commercial enterprises, who accept, with resignation, that they must take this into account, and one from the academic field, where, by and large, the reaction is that the topic is too pedantic, and serious consideration of the problems is placed on the "to do" list a long way below writing the next paper or grant application. The purpose of this collection of papers is to underline that, regardless of location, anyone involved in cell culture must take seriously the words of caution that they contain.
